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P O R K  I N D U S T R Y
I N V O L V E M E N T

Tazewell County Pork Producers

Tazewell County Fair 
Swine Superintendent

Illinois Pork Producers Association 
Board of Directors and Officer

Illinois Duroc Breeders Association 
Director and Officer

Illinois Spring Barrow Show Director 
and President

United Duroc Swine Registry Director 
and Treasurer

NPPC Nominating Committee

NPPC Tax Taskforce

National Pork Board  
Animal Science Committee, Budget Task 

Force, and Health Committee

A D D I T I O N A L
L E A D E R S H I P

Grainland Elevator Coop Director and 
Vice President

Illinois Corn Growers Association 

Illinois Farm Bureau

Illinois Livestock Board 
of Governors

Illinois Mennonite Relief Sale Director 
and Vice President

Illinois NREC Research Committee 

 Illinois Soybean Association 

Metamora Mennonite Church 

MG Coop Director and Secretary

U.S. Representative Darrin Lahood Ag 
Advisory Committee

Curt Zehr of Washington, Illinois, is seeking a 
second elected term to the NPPC Nominating 
Committee. He is the managing owner and 
operator of Zehr Farms where he is engaged in 
production, financial, and management duties 
for its four profit centers: market hog 
production, seedstock production, branded 
meat sales and crop production. The enterprise 
includes 140 sows, marketing 2,500 head 
annually, and corn, soybeans, and wheat on 
1,700 acres. Curt is a graduate of the 
University of Illinois as well as Goshen 
College, holding bachelor’s degrees in 
agriculture economics and business.

“Our business philosophy at Zehr Farms has been to maximize return on 
investment of capital and human resources by keeping overhead costs low 
and trying to bring more value per animal through genetics and our branded 
meat program,” Curt stated. “We have adopted and invested in new 
technologies in the pork and grain business to increase efficiencies or lower 
costs of production.” 

Curt defines success as being able to operate in an economically and 
environmentally sustainable way, being a respected neighbor and providing a 
livelihood for his family and employees. “I also feel a sense of accomplishment 
when a boar customer has success with the genetics purchased from us or a 
customer calls to let us know the pork purchased was the best they ever ate,” 
he remarked. 

Having served on the Nominating Committee, Curt is ready to continue his 
work. “I have a passion for the pork industry and its future. Through my years 
of involvement on a state and national level, I have made contacts on a broad 
scale that can be useful in helping the committee find quality candidates,” he 
explained. 

In describing his own leadership qualities, Curt said, “I think one of my best 
qualities is that I can relate well to people from all types of backgrounds in the 
pork industry. I try to be a good listener and help to build consensus in 
meetings, but am not afraid to speak in public. I try to follow the example of 
some of the best servant leaders I have known.”

Curt says the role of NPPC is as the public policy and legislative advocate for 
the pork industry. “Without a strong and vibrant NPPC to help maintain our 
social license to operate, we could be legislated and regulated out of business 
by opponents of our industry,” he observed. 

Looking ahead, Curt sees several challenges facing the pork industry. “One of 
the most critical is increasing domestic and worldwide demand for US pork,” 
he stated. “No matter how efficiently we can produce it, if we cannot sell the 
meat, our industry is going to face serious economic issues.” He is also 
concerned about labor availability, consumer perception and demands, as well 
as animal disease. Other issues are alternative proteins as well as the never-
ending attempt by some to regulate pork producers out of business. Curt is 
personally most interested in the issues of public policy, consumer perception 
and research. 
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